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LOCAL 6372

MISSOURI / KANSAS

(Affiliated with AFL_CIO)

ANNUAL STEWARDS MINUTES 2011

September 15th & 16th 2011

President Red Nesler called the Annual Stewards meeting to order.  The meeting was held in the room 310 Comfort Inn Warrensburg Mo.  All members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  Peggy Tittel led us in prayer.  

Frank: Took Roll Call:

All of the E-Board members and Staff were present along with 9 of the 15 Stewards

Stewards present: 


E-Board present:

Steve Marcotte


President                               Red Nesler

Patrick Sheldon


EVP Plant-Mo                      Dennis Norcross

Carol Lingo



VP Traffic-Commercial-Mo Kimberly Richeson

Herb Baumann


VP Traffic-Commercial-Ks Benny Hooper 

Fred Becvar


Michael Holloway


Treasurer                               Stan Ruhnke 

Steve Daniels



Secretary                               Frank Appodaca

Wayne Tessaro

Scott Allen                      






Election Committee Chair Person






Patricia McDonald





CWA Staff: Sept 16th 

Stewards not present:

AJ Villegas
Doug Hooker

Mark Smith

Martin Mccallister

Jeff Jennings

Jerry Day

Jim Winkler

Frank: After Roll-Call passed the Stewards list to be updated by all Stewards

Pat: Introduced two retired guests: Peggy Tittel and VI Long

Red: made motion to conduct this meeting’s agenda out of order because of 

By-Law change and nominations of Officers

Steve Marcotte second

All approved

Frank: Gave information about By-Law change that was posted on member bulletin boards before meeting

 By-Law for change

ARTICLE XII - DUTIES OF LOCAL OFFICERS AND STEWARDS

A. The Officers of the Local shall be:

(1)  The Local President

(2)  The Vice-President (Kansas) Plant

(3)  The Vice-President (Missouri) Plant

(4)  The Secretary

(5)  The Treasurer

Removal: 

 The Vice-President (Kansas) Traffic and Commercial

The Vice-President (Missouri) Traffic and Commercial

Fred Becvar made motion 

Patrick Sheldon second

All approved motion carried

Frank: will submit change to National

Patricia McDonald was sworn in as Election Committee Chair Person by

President Ralph (Red) Nesler

Election Committee Members

1. Michael Bosworth from Kansas

No volunteer from Missouri

2. Bob Wickwar from Kansas

Pat McDonald took nominations for the following Offices:

President:  Ralph (Red) Nesler

Nomination from Michael Holloway…Herb Baumann second

Vice President Plant Kansas: Benny Hooper

Nomination from Steve Marcotte…Patrick Sheldon second

Vice President Plant Missouri: Denny Norcross

Nomination from Herb Baumann…Denny Norcross Declined Nomination

Vice President Plant Missouri: Herb Baumann

Nomination from Wayne Tessaro…Steve Marcotte second

Secretary: Patrick Sheldon

Nomination from Steve Marcotte…Carol Lingo second

Treasurer: Dean Weigel

Nomination from Steve Marcotte…Herb Baumann second

Fred made motion to cease nominations…Steve second

All approved

 Pat McDonald will get with the committee to get ballots mailed out.

Stan: Asked the stewards to make former Treasures Rodger Ruhl to Treasurer Emeritus for his years of service

Herb made motion to make Rodger Ruhl as Treasurer Emeritus

Wayne second

All approved

Frank: Read the minutes from 2010 Annual Stewards Meeting…There was discussion on items from last year…Stan had laptop and TV set up so members could look at the web page while Frank gave explanation on web page and where to find things

Frank:  Showed where the library was online for all members to check out the books…Call or email me and I will send them to you.

Red: says it is working…If you send anything to your supervisor in an email make sure you CC or BCC to me so I have a copy as backup

Frank: We now have our own Local Pin per our Contract…It is approved to wear with the Company Uniform as long as you do not cover the Company Logo

Frank: New Pocket Watches are on the web page to order as a retirement gift

Frank: If there is something out there a member would like as a retirement gift let your E-Board know

Frank: The Company Boot Policy has been posted on the web page

Question on wages:  The Company is bringing CenturyLink wages to where ours are 

Frank: The Standard Operation Procedure needs to be acted on at this meeting. The stewards need to vote on the salary of the E-Board members every year.   

The salaries are listed in the Standard Operating Procedures document (SOP).   The stewards decided to have the document approved every year starting with 2009, at the Annual Stewards meeting.  Frank moves that we keep wages part of the Standard Operating Procedure document and include them in the minutes. 

Carol motion to accept 

Fred Becvar second

All approved

Frank: will make date change

Steve made motion to accept minutes

Carol second

All approved

Stan: gave the treasurers report…question asked about maintenance item…Stan said it must be for mileage…he will check

Fred motioned to accept treasurers report

Scott second

All approved

Patrick: talked about Company having Legal services $9.00 a pay period…it is a good deal

Steve: grouping of vacation…yes they can if same supervisor…most areas keep employees separated, i.e. (service, cable and network)

The rest of the after noon was  opened to Bargaining Items and or dissussion into Bargaining on sepearte list

After meeting ajourned Frank asked Missouri Stewards to come to his room and Kansas Stewards to go to Benny Hooper’s room to pick up material items ordered for all members

Meeting adjourned

Meeting Reconvened

September 16, 2011

8:00am

Red: Opened the floor for continuing bargaining item and or discussion on bargaining on a separate list

Frank: Members 2011 Kansas 39…Missouri 117


         2010 Kansas 39…Missouri 151

A Break was taken

AJ our CWA Staff Representative attended the meeting at 9:00 am and Red turned the floor to AJ for question

Merging local or combining…AJ says talks are always ongoing to all locals…the Company is very reluctant to combine and have national bargaining…locals do not want to give up the territory they have
Contract negations: Most contracts have had two weeks of hard bargaining and then weeks or months before getting back to the table

We will either work without a contract or extend the current contract

The Company can implement the last contract at the table if we reach impasse

Battery arbitration case…It has been put on hold because the Company Lawyer has a date conflict…AJ says you do not want to be a hard nose because there are times when we need to change dates…

AJ: wants to know if it is still going on?  Stewards need to send him information as to when and where.  He will present this to the Lawyer and ask to stop work until arbitration case is resolved.

If you are going to retire during next contract talks AJ need the names of the retirees to take to the 2012 bargaining table 

AJ: want an informational request from the Company on what the contractors are doing and where now and every time you see them working, because we do not have contract notification since 1994

Patrick:  will get list of the Company Uniforms for AJ

Pat: informed AJ the outcome of our nominations

Stan: said we need ballots sent out because of write-in…Frank checked the By-laws and it does not call for write-in…AJ made a phone call and informed us we could vote at this meeting by acclamation because our By-Laws do not require a write-in and we only had one officer for each position

Fred Becvar made a motion to vote by acclamation

Steve Daniels second

All 9 attending voted in approval

New Officers will be sworn in at the January 2012 E-Board Meeting

AJ: Discussion on getting Phone Stores to organize…stores can be organize it takes 2 employees in a store…JC…Gardner…Garnett

AJ: would like to have a strike vote taken prior to bargaining to have at the first week of table talks in January

Question: do we have to cross a picket line…If the Company establishes a contractor door all need to use this entrance i.e. (UPS, CenturyLink, all venders)

AJ:  National is asking all Locals to give ideas on mobilizing members and public i.e. (standup, wear red, something in Unity)  

 Red:  Asked the Stewards to set a date for the 

2012 Annual Stewards Meeting


Date was Set for October 18th  & 19th 2012


Warrensburg Mo.  Comfort Inn

Red: New Stewards and Officer Training will be set  at in 2012 & 2013, because Steward elections are in 2012 for 2013 and Officers are swarn in January 2012

Officers Retiring from Local 6372

Stan Ruhnke

Dennis Norcorss

Frank Appodaca
Stan: Thanked everyone for being able to serve with local 6372 and knows the Local is in good hands

Frank: Replicated his comments and Thanks everyone

Denny: Thanked everyone for his years of service to Local 6372

Patrick made a motion to adjourn

Steve second

All Approved

The meeting was adjourned

In Unity

Frank Appodaca

Secretary of CWA Local 6372   
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